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Front cover With the azure blue 
skies forming a breathtaking 
backdrop, a gleaming T-38 Talon sits 
on the Williams ramp awaiting 
instructor and pupil 
Back cover His bulky parachute 
firmly strapped to his torso, a student 
pilot begins the delicate job of 
squeezing into the small T-37 cockpit 

Title pages Rows of aged but 
effective Cessna T-37 primary jet 
trainers grace the Williams Air Force 
Base parking ramp 


Right This curvaceous North 
American F-86 is a reminder of 
Williams Air Force Base's past. In the 
1950s, Sabres were used at Williams 
for fighter gunnery training. This 
pedestal-mounted example at the 
main entrance to the base is encircled 
by the colourful flags of the 50 states, 
indicating the presence of students 
from every part of the country. The 
aircraft is dedicated to Air Force 
pilots killed in Korea 
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Introduction 


Nestled in the Valley of the Sun on the southeast 
periphery of the expanding Phoenix metroplex 
is a pilot factory. Williams Air Force Base, or 
'Willie' as the locals call it, is the western 
world’s largest undergraduate pilot training 
facility producing about 350 of the world's 
finest pilots each year. 

Named after Charles Linton Williams, an 
Arizona-born US Army pilot who perished in a 
flying accident during the 1920s, Willie traces 
its beginnings as a training site to the summer 
of 1941. It seemed increasingly likely to policy 
planners in the Army Air Force that the war in 
Europe and Asia would soon engulf the US, and 
that incredible numbers of new pilots would be 
required in short order for the maximum effort 
to thwart the hostile foreign forces. Once the US 
entered World War 2, Willie personnel, with a 
heightened sense of urgency, began flight 
training even before construction was 
completed. Today, after having graduated 
over 25,000 students, that same spirit of 
motivation is evident everywhere at Willie. 

Being at the forefront of change and 
innovation is a Willie specialty. A group of 
talented Willie pilots formed the Air Force's 
first jet aerobatic demonstration team using 
P-B0 Shooting Stars. This hearty band of aerial 
performers continued wowing airshow 
audiences nationwide until a fuel shortage 
brought an abrupt halt to their public derring- 
do. The Acrojets, as they were called, set the 
stage for the Air Force’s permanent air 
demonstration team, known to millions 


throughout the world as the Thunderbirds. In 
the 1940s Willie became the first Air Force base 
to institute jet pilot training. In 1977 Willie 
graduated the Air Force’s first women pilots, 
now a common occurrence for the service. 

For today's visitor, Willie’s environment is at 
first dominated by the unbearably loud and 
virtually endless shrieks of the T-37 and T-38 
training aircraft. As the day unfolds, the next 
obvious environmental factor is the oppressive 
heat; in summer ambient temperatures 
typically rise to over 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 

In these conditions united by a love of 
aviation ground crews, instructor pilots and 
students, indeed, the whole sprawling 
infrastructure of Williams Air Force Base, focus 
on the critical goal of filling Air Force cockpits 
with the best qualified flyers. After a gruelling 
one-year training programme that results in 
some young officers being washed out, the 
successful students receive their silver wings 
and go on to challenging flying assignments. 

A contagious enthusiasm permeates Willie 
(as is surely the case at ATC's other 
undergraduate pilot training bases) for here is 
where bright and idealistic young officers 
congregate to serve their country and learn to 
fly. In their noble quest, the students engage in 
an unusual camaraderie that is refreshing to 
behold. As one enters through the main gate, 
the baggage of the everyday world is 
miraculously left behind and such vanishing 
values as loyalty and dedication are found 
intact and thriving. Willie is an inspiring place. 
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Top left Once the checklist is completed and all systems are go, the T-38 taxies 
out of its parking spot on the huge Williams tarmac, fetching a fond wave from 
the aeroplane’s crew chief 

the greater Phoemx area is known, commonly exceed 90 degrees Fahrenheit 
Accordingly, the training aircraft such as this T-38 normally taxi with canopies 
raised. The aircraft air conditioning systems are effective only when airborne 

Above Formation flying in the T-38 is an integral part of pilot training at 
Williams. The T-38, with two J85-GE-S afterburning engines, is a powerful 
and responsive aeroplane that can climb to 30,000 feet in one minute 
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The sleek and slender lines of the attractive T-38 are apparent as this four-ship 
formation streaks over the beautifully rugged and sharply defined landscape of 
the Arizona high deserf 






Above The T-38 is one of the more strikingly handsome aircraft in the Air Force 
inventory with its long nose, sleek fuselage, and short span wings. During a 





Above Shortly before the outbreak of World War 2, a barren stretch of Arizona 
desert was chosen as the location for Williams Air Force Base in large measure 
because of the desert’s consistently good weather. Blue skies often frame T-38s 
like this one on final approach at Williams 

Right Typically, on weekdays there is hardly a moment at Williams when 
trainers are not in the traffic patterns of the three runways. The continual flow of 
traffic, engaged for the most part in executing touch-and-goes, makes Williams 
an extremely busy air base. Here a T-38 clears the outer perimeter fence just 
before landing 













students find it difficult to control on landing. Perhaps in no other phase of the 
undergraduate pilot training course is so much skill required. Just the right 

earth. Not surprisingly, this aspect of the training course is sometimes a 
stumbling block for students who have made it through the preliminary hurdles 











29 













HBHj'T] 


sggj ill 


appSMB 

■r^ L 

1 M'ka /it mg 

^log 

Sgm * 






































45 


?2s 






















































Below left Aerobatics are part of the introduction to Air Force flying. The T-37 

basic aerobatic manoeuvres from loops to spins. This part of the flight training 
programme contributes to safety and builds piloting skill and confidence. The 
among the 

an be fun. As one student pilot at 
ur reward' 

Above Against the omnipresent Santan Mountains, one more T-37 in a never- 
ending procession flares just prior to landing. In the distance is a T-38, perhaps 

phase they move up to the fighter-like Talon 







Below right The Williams crews that toil away in oppressive heat at these less 
than glamorous jobs day in and day out keeping the trainers ready for flight are 
among the Air Force's unsung heroes 
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Above The culmination of the day's life support training is t 
parasail rides per student. Each student is towed by an Air 
d. At just the right momei 


i pickup truck 


i parachute 


Right The truck races across a sandy field once used as a runway, kicking up a 
cloud of dust as the parasail lifts a student pilot 
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Above A student pilot's first flight at Williams Air Force Base is this rather docile 
parasail ride. The tow line is visible as the trainee hams it up during his ride by 


Right When the inquisitive groundcrew 
pilot, no matter how hard the landing, inv 
and that he is just fine. The attitude of the student pilots i 
early stage in their training programme they i 

























Below left An eager student pilot getting i 
his first ascent at Williams Air Force Base 


Above Among aviator rituals is the customary dunking of a student pilot upon 
completion of his first solo flight. Like their predecessors, these young officers 
gleefully toss their newly soloed classmate into the water. Because of the 



Above right In one of the study halls, a wall mural depicts a simulated dogfight 
between an aggressor F-S and an F-1S air superiority fighter. When it comes to 
requesting future assignments, many student pilots express a preference for 


Below right Students train together. Here two student pilots from the 99th FTS's 
Tipper Flight, with their distinctive Bunny shoulder patches, review their flight 
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In conjunction with ouch active runway at Williams is a remote supervisory unit 
staffed by at least one Instructor pilot and several student pilots. The RSU 

pattern, ensure proper separation and flow of traffic, and visually check that 


each approaching aircraft's landing gear and flaps are functioning. This RSU is 
located at Coolidge Municipal Airport, which relieves the heavy Williams traffic 
load 
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Badges off honour 
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ns of the Mediterranean campaign. Half of the 
aeroplanes that reached the target, the Ploesti oil fields m Rumania, did not 
return. Against incredible odds that resulted in a heavy cost, the 82nd's 

received its third Distinguished Unit Citation. Although redesignated a training 
wing in June 1972, and activated as such in February 1973. the 82nd retains its 
illustrious history its emblem, now frequently in the company of cactus plants 
as shown here, a reminder of that history 
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Left The squadron emblems shown here decorate the exteriors of the two 
squadron buildings one dedicated to T-37s (housing the 96th and the 98th) and 
the other to T-38s (housing the 97th and the 99th). Each of the four squadrons that 
today comprise the 82nd Flying Training Wing has its own distinct history. It is 
noteworthy that the 99th Flying Training Squadron's predecessor, the 99th 
Pursuit Squadron, opened a remarkable chapter in Air Force history when in 
March 1941 it became the first Army Air Force unit in which blacks could pilot 
military aircraft. In the face of enforced segregation, the 99th Pursuit Squadron 
accumulated a brilliant combat record, its members fighting for freedom 
abroad while being denied equality at home. The old 99th's emblem of a golden 
orange winged panther in striking position has been adopted by the 99th Flying 
Training Squadron. The history behind this emblem serves as a source of 
continuing inspiration 


Above By custom, e« 

tic strip character Snoopy, which is i 
sign of their presence on base. Upon the cU ‘ 
scheme produced by yet another ir 
the tradition at Williams carries on 
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Tiger II 


While William* is known as an 
undergraduate pilot training base, it 
has played host to the 425th Tactical 
Fighter Training Squadron since 
1964. The 425th provides advanced 
fighter training to pilots of allied 
nations and has used the Northrop 
F-5E Tiger D for this purpose. Here, 
four F-5s are shown in a relatively 












Above This Tiger II approaches the activ 



















In 1989, the 423th is scheduled to convert to the F-16, reflecting the upgrading of 
many allied nations to newer fighter aircraft. Atjthe time of conversion the 425th 
will relocate to Luke Air Force Base on the opposite side of Phoenix 
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Left Among the imprea 


at Willie Day *89 was the Rockwell B-IB 


Above With less than one hundred in the Air Force inventory, the awesome 
B- IB is an often sought but rarely obtained airshow aircraft. Williams was 
fortunate to secure one for its open house 

Below The first stop for Williams graduates assigned to fighters is likely to be 
Holloman Air Force Base in New Mexico where they will receive fighter lead-in 
training in the AT-38B, a modified version of Northrop's dependable Talon. 
Note the glossy blue camouflage paint scheme of this Holloman-based B model 
on display during Willie Day 
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The Osprey SUPERBASE series takes the 
enthusiast behind the scenes on the world’s 
major airbases. Here’s what’s happening on 
the Williams ramp today... 
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